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Tha FBI continues to turn up in 
unexplained circumstances surrounding 
the assassination of Martin Luther 
King. 

. Newsday has learned that FBI in- 
formants actively participated in the 
rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew 
the Rev. Dr. King back to the city 
where he was killed. 

Several FBI informants and at least 
one undercover agent for the Memphis 
Police Department were among the 
most active members of a young, vio- 
ence-prone black group which openly 
opposed King’s peaceful march sup- 
porting the city’s sanitation workers. 

According to some witnesses, the 
100-member group called the Invaders 
led the March 28 riots which attempted 
to discredit King’s efforts. Following 
the riot, in which one youth was killed, 
scores injured and 238 arrested, King 
vowed that he would return to prove 
that he. still could lead a nonviolent de- 
monstation. 

“Dr. King would, never have re- 
turned to Memphis if the violence had 
not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse 
. Jackson, who was one of King’s aides 
in the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. “We never intended to get 
bogged down in Memphis.” 

The Invaders created major disrup- 
tions among local blacks supporting 
King, according to his aides. They crit- 
ic i zed King for Ins nonviolent ap- 
proach and ur{ ed local blacks to “burn, 
baby, bum.” Off April 4, the day King 
was killed, the groups met with him 
and his staff and threatened renewed 
violence unless they were given $750,- 
000 to redevelop their community. 
“They just gov louder and louder,” one 
aide who was at the meeting recalled. 
“We told them we didn’t have access to 
that kind of money. We had to put 
them out.” 

Two sources .said FBI agents and 
Memphis policemen admitted that they 
had '“penefcretd” the Invaders with 
several informers. One of the inform- 
ants reportedly planned a large portion 


of the group’s violent confrontations. 
Police and FBI officials were regularly 
provided with detailed information 
about the group’s plans, activities and 
meetings. “They knew everything that 
went on at Invaders’ meetings,” one 
source said. “It was as if they had a 
tape recorder there.” The undercover 
Memphis policeman who joined the In- 
.vaders was at the scene of the violence 
on the day of die riot, several sources 
said. He is reportedly still a member of 
the Memphis force. 

“Weston [not the real name of the 
undercover police agent] was very vo- 
cal, very active,” said a former leader 
of the Invaders who has talked to the 
policeman since he was discovered to 
be a member of the force. “He had a 
7.62 Russian automatic rifle and he 
was armed every time we were armed. 
He was always suggesting actions that 
we should take; I never saw him physi- 
cally attack anyone. But he was one of 
the most provocative members of the 
Invaders.” 

The Invaders, who wore jackets with 
their names printed on the backs; were 
organized in late 19 6 7. The youtns 
•were led mainly by college students at 
nearby Memphis State and LeMoyne 
Colleges. The Invaders denounced the 
nonviolent strategy, but offered pro- 
tection for King and his staff members. 
“They, like other blades in the country, 
were naturally frustrated by the slow 
pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah 
Williams, Atlanta SCLC director. "We 
usually put them to work as p a r a d e 
marshals or security • guards.- They 
would never have hurt Dr. King. Bui 
those who infiltrated our groups, anc 
we could never identify them, tried tc 
exploit the youngsters’ frustrations anc 
neglect and. turn the. n against us.” • _ 

The FBI and Memphis police veri- 
fied recently that tb ;y had informant! 
among the Invaders in 1968. However 
Henry Lux, who was the assistant pc 
lice chief in Memph.s, downplayed in 
group’s role in the March 28 violence 
Robert G. Jensen, who was the FB 
agent in charge at the time, said, “ 
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